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First Reading  

Proposed Amendments to  

Wiikwemkoong Gchi-Naaknigewin 
December 20th, 2021 

Gchi-Naaknigewin Preamble  

We are Wiikwemkoong Anishinabek. Our home is Odawa Mnis and surrounding islands.  

 

Our lands are unceded. We have retained these lands for our future generations so that they can 
continue to be Anishinaabe. We have not relinquished any of our rights to any of the lands in the 
Great Lakes Basin to any nation. We continue to govern the waters, airs, and lands including  

Islands, as our ancestors have since time immemorial.  

 

The Wiikwemkoong Gchi Naaknigewin will ensure the protection of our rights, both as  

individuals and as a collective.  

What is the Gchi Naaknigewin ? 

Gchi Naaknigewinis our supreme law, it is our constitution.  

• It is a fundamental and overarching law of a nation, Wiikwemkoong Unceded Territory, a law 
above all other laws.  

• It creates, empowers and regulates government.  

• It sets out basic principles the local government must conform to.  

 
Although we have traditional forms of governance, such as our Eagle Staff, our Pipes, our Drums, 
our Songs, our Lodges, our Ceremonies, etc., those cannot speak on our behalf in the courts. Thus, 
we developed our own constitution, Wiikwemkoong Gchi Naaknigewin, which can speak on our  
processes. It enables us to make OUR own decision here.  
 
 
Wiikwemkoong Gchi Naaknigewin is crucial to the development of a healthy community by  
performing the following:   

• Reinforces political authority (i.e. government to government)  

• Provides flexibility to determine our own governance structure  

• Describes the process for Wiikwemkoong to enact its own laws  

• Is a building block to sustained economic development by:   
  1. Providing stable and effective institutions and policies,   
  2. Establishing fair and effective institutions and policies  
  3. Separating politics from business  
  4. Establishing and operating an effective public service  
  5. Developing a cultural map for community development which defines who we are and 
  where did we come from  
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Current Status 

Gchi Naaknigewin may be amended by following the steps outlined in section 18.0 Amendment of 

the Wiikwemkoong Gchi Naaknigewin. The review is to be done every 3 to 5 years. Since the Gchi 

Naaknigewin was ratified in 2014 a review has not been completed.  

On April 13, 2017, the Governance Unit, Governance Committee, and Martin Bayer, Anishinabek 

Nation Chief Negotiator, reviewed Gchi Naaknigewin and prepared recommendations but they were 

not brought forward to Council.  

On October 19, 2021, the Governance Committee completed a review of Gchi Naaknigewin, as well 

as considered the recommendations from 2017, and made a motion to have the proposed       

amendments presented to Council.  

The proposed amendments were presented to Council on November 15, 2021 and the following  

motion was made:  

338-2021   Sylvia Recollet and Joseph Wabegijig  

That we accept the proposed amendments on the Wiikwemkoong Unceded Territory Gchi        

Naaknigewin as presented by the Governance Unit Manager, Nancy Kinoshameg and further that 

we continue the process that is stated in section 18.0 Amendment of the Gchi Naaknigewin.  

Section  18– Amendment Process and Proposed Timeline 
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https://wiikwemkoong.ca/administration/governance/
https://wiikwemkoong.ca/administration/governance/

